An Mfgm.'\ﬂ'/
PREFARA

Ton /fA‘r’“C’ oF Faap

Conoense. all

Feeo) Condensed
.}”d -H-ﬂ?hsl- ay A7
cpnd Abﬂlf‘j 5}’5!‘1’3-“")
in- a}f—-cgs + A_oﬂcs

| “He bas a cbzldlzke
fascination about
" the world despite
. being surrounded
by adult issues sucb
asmurder,
prostztutzon
gamblmg and the |
Annual Carpet and -
Floor Covering
Exbzbttwn "

EIT :;;Ff-i.ah +o re,&face inoivi Dol
oo - abibies as and when requirecl

- e o o D P

g ™ THE E‘u‘-’pu:’&s L

vibamas /m.nmfs .
into 1147 FWHc{G-S ’

i of ot el

,I,.-‘.;A-I;kx’_'%-‘./b

| j?g.é.ﬁ.r.c"c[. levels

©. Jeed giracth,
Cinks moudh
e e

}-’”—6’/.}0&&

vx{'ﬁmms Fnss

‘Arcund P.-\!rnc-faan . :
soek ' 2rione 5::0()&’&5‘ .

. & QPEf uas[a‘d-g :

chamch:f +m-Fs
S{ﬂ!&d in én 95‘5}"

R As CWSG?UC.!Q :
emr}p‘e o 55.;#5
87-'::;! Aaownf—

“rodels [afreet
dr.l_-“ 5‘-3:_; o_ﬁ_-_

IL (/

fg a.c:teSS

MGAACr

- nO 05&5“{3 /SH’M‘/

Fay fo fop-up ai
aeedecl - Some to be more
valuable Hhan others

Cortmpn Sen se Frenly aw.'/aé/e ‘.

Geavs o kfile less aressible f

- world together.

} drinlcs the conversation
d invariably turns to how
much better the world -
would be i vou werein .
charge Would there be world peace? Aban
on door-to-dooer salesmen? Tea-bags with
guidance systems that maice their ownway.
to the rubbish hin?

The hero of Giles Ward's debut novel, 100
Ways To Improve The World, has more than
a few ideas. Peter Staines is a veteran carpet
salesman with a growing suspicion that his
life has been unfulfilling, His suggested
improvements are a mixture of cosmolegical
revolutions - no death - and niggling
irritations - a ban on tuneless whistling. As
the novel unfolds, Peter offers explanations
for each of his improvements with details
and helpful diagrams.

The premise is that the world is

* inadequate. God s, in Peter's words, a
- “typical cowboy builder,” and has made a bit

ofa hash of creating the world. “T think it's
one of those things that everybody at some
point in their life thinks,"” says Ward, " ‘T

could have made a better job: of putting the

While there are a few teasing similarities
between the anthor's life and that of his hero,
‘Ward denies that they are at all related.
Given that the boolk begins with the image of
Peter holding his wife's dead body, thisis
something of a relief, Even the boolt’s setting,
suburban Bristol, was chosen as a matter of
practicality and as a neutral base for his
characters to livein. "T'd love to say there are
mirrors and that sort of thing,” says the
Exeter based writer, “But right from the start
I just thought it was nice to write it in the
first person. I always like that sort of thing -
that you get wrapped into stories and you
feel that the character is writi.ngit asyou're
going along.”

Writing, for WarcL remiains primanly a
sideline activity; an enjoyable way of
occupying his ime when not worldng or
looking after his two young sons. 100 Ways,
which tool about five years to write, was the
first complete novel he had finished. “T'd set
mysell the task to get to the end and actually
finish a boelk,” he says. “In the past I'd
written lots of bits - short stories and shorter
books. But to sit down and concentrateand
actually write a complete bool, was
something ofa challenge.” .

‘What started as a hobby has luckily
become a publishing deal, but any careerasa
full ime writer remains firmly in the distant
future. “T think actually T would havebeen |
quite happy foritnot to have been -
published. I'm cbviously delighted it has
been, but it wasn't a massive urge to haveit
published. It was more an urge to write it,”

says Ward -

Inthe meantmne heis ﬂle creahve
director of his own advertising agency, ajob
that; perhaps surprisingly, seems to
compliment his nocturnal writing activities

~well. Aceording to Ward, writing slogans

and copywriting during the day gave him
the confidence to write creatively, but his -
desire to write started, as with many writers,
with an almost obisessive love of reading, “I
absolutely love books,” he says. “Ilovethe
whole physicality of hooks. I'm one of those
people who loves to spend time ina
bookshop locking at the covers of hools, and
yes I am seduced by the covers.”

Iadmit to Ward that at first I thought his
novel was a self-help book listing

.suggestions for improving the world -

lielping elderly ladies eross the street or
recycling carrier bags to make stylish
underwear. He replies that at first he wrote it
as a list, but then realised he needed a story
and wove one around it. It is the same sort of
meandering approach in which he is writing
his next novel, The Price Of Everything.
Although there is no certainty that it will be
published, you get the sense that for Ward
the voyage is much more exciting than
the destination. '
“Lalways havea plotin myrmnd and it
slowly unravels,” he says. “T know where it’s
going to end up and I lnow the main pomts

of getting there. It's a bit like taking a journey:

from here to Turin - I know Iwant to getto
Turin, I'mjust not 100 per cent sure of the
route ancl Imightstop offatagiteon

the way."

each,
a:unl-rb fohewe } J
equal land nass vs Sea. o 49 ;;P otes

Equed ; SEA.
opportunbies
ie. Olgmpres / __'m'm
BuendSeon S:ms, ~J-
Cortest o o
!}lm;ya 5 -

| bounery L. W

- Number 43 Y

o Ez:er thougbt the world could do wzth a few -
- improvements? Devon-based writer Gdes Ward has ]ust“

‘released his novel 100 Ways To Tmpmw 7796 ‘Zﬂ)orld

and tells I{g:v Kamznslgt the world is ]ust f ine as zt zs

The pubhsher sweb51te for 100 Ways has -

a curious twist on it: an invitation to readers
for their own ways of improving the world. -~
It will be interesting to see where thisleads,
as everyone seems to have artopinicn on the . -
subject. “T've got a seven-year-old and a nine- .
year-old and it's very typical of a child tosay
‘why is the slcy blue? It's a childlike way of -
looking atitand L hope that's whatcomes™ - .-
across as part of Peter’s charm. T think we a]l :
on occasion thinl like that," -

This is where the bool's appeal SEEmS to S B

lie, with Peter's childlike fascination about "
the world despite being surrounded by adult S
issues such as murder, prostitution, o0
gambling and the Annual Carpetand Floor:. -
Covering Exhibition. The tone. of 100 Ways_ S
is gently but firmly positive; much lilceits - ;. -~
author, who resists answering which of - .
Peter's suggestions fori nuprcwmg the Worlcl _
are the most important. -~ O
“That's a hig question,” laughs Ward.
“The easy answer to that of courseisnowar,
lots of peace. But I think life comes down to. - -
lots of Tittle pieces - carrier bags youcan”
actually open -and thmgs Ll thiat. Which"

_ would I pick? Pm not sure T'would. I thinlc

I'would conclude jtahit like Peter doesat =~
the end of the bool, in that I think that for -
all the bad stuff there is goad. Things aren’t -

perfect but you've gotto ﬁndyourownway o :
-throughit” = - - S LI

100 Wayps To Improw Tbe Iberld
(Impress books, £7.95) is aut pow. = - PEREREY
Visit wan. IOOwaysm:mpmveﬂaeworfd co. ek, ﬁ;,- B
more details, . - : _ N
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